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The Library Board would like to thank Merrickville-Wolford Council and 

Montague Council for their support. 

Celebrating 10 Years in New Library! 

 

2018 Library Use  

NEW New Books & DVDs:  

       1,220 

Website Visits:   

         10,777 

Internet Use:  

3,285+  

 Program  

Attendance:             

1,970              

Circulation:   

30,987 

Busiest Month:   July 

Visits:           2,029 

Circulation:  3,545 

New Members:          

   84 Households 

Active Members:    

as Individuals: 1,300 

as Househlds/Grps: 630 

Library  Visits:  

16,285 

Includes eBooks:  

     3,988  

Average Library Use:     

1,357 Visits/Month    

10.5 Visits/Hour 

Thank You Lions! 

At our Open 

House, the 

Library Board 

celebrated 10 

years since the Lions 

Club donated the “old Ca-

noe Club” as the Library’s 

beloved new home!   

In 2018, the Library celebrated 10 years in 

our current building—thanks to the gener-

ous donation of the Lions Club!  Positive 

public feedback indicates that the Library 

remains a valued resource and an attrac-

tive gathering place for our communities.   

The Library Board is pleased to report that 

the Library continued to be busy in 2018, 

with over 16,000 visits and nearly 31,000 

items checked out.  Although this is down 

somewhat from 2017, it marks a 13%   

increase in visits from 5 years ago.  Mem-

bers also appreciate the convenience of using 

the library online.  Use of our eBook & eAudio-

book collection continues to grow in popularity, 

now making up 13% of our circulation. 

The Library enhances life in both our commu-

nities by offering programs that give children 

and adults an opportunity to explore new ideas 

and activities.  In addition to continuing our 

popular programs, the Library began a new 

series of youth workshops with local artists in 

partnership with MAG (Merrickville Artists 

Guild) [see p.4], introduced Tech Club for kids 

to play and experiment with a variety of 

building and programming toys [see p.3] 

and added a magnetic Chalkboard Wall 

and Green Screen (sponsored by the 

Friends of the Library). 

The Board is pleased to see that it is 

achieving its goal of providing excellent 

library service —and supporting the 

municipal goals of providing effective 

and efficient services to our residents 

and contributing to the well-being of 

Merrickville-Wolford and Montague. 

New chalkboard wall  



Off The Shelf  [above and below] 

This popular ‘reader’s theatre’ program, organized by Martin Green 

and Lesley Strutt, features short stories, poetry and other literary 

gems read by community members, and occasional live music. 
 

Local author Claire Smith [below L]   

reads from her book at Off the Shelf. 

Adult Programs 
 

  
Programs:     44 

Attendance:  540 

The Library works with community members and 

groups to provide programs for adults that support 

life-long learning, enhance well-being and en-

courage them to pursue their passions. 
 

Our Programs include... 

 Off the Shelf  - Readings for Adults 

 “Library Readers” Book Club 

 Art Workshops 

 Tech Workshops—Photoshop & more 

 Friday Afternoon Movies 

 Author Visits & Book Launches 

Book Clubs [above] 

The “Library Readers” 

discuss books monthly 

in the meeting room. 

The Library also sup-

plies books to 4 other 

local Book Clubs. 
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The Library makes 

a difference 

Convenient Services: 

“You have really fantastic 
hours.  They are very conven-

ient.”  - M.Z. 

“Thanks for all the help with 
the computer.  I was just think-
ing, not only is the help tre-
mendous, it’s so convenient to 

come here.”  - D.E. 

The Library is here 

to Help! 

“Thanks for helping me con-
tact MPAC about my property 
assessment.  Everything 
worked out and  I saved 
$1000!  I appreciate your help 

with the forms.” – D.R. 

“Thank you for helping me 
field my concerns regarding 
bylaws, etc.  Your information 
and actions on my behalf were 
effective and have had a good 

response.” – C.M. [email] 

“My computer is down. This is 
a great resource to be able to 
come in and do my printing.” – 

D.H. 

“This makes our whole trip 
worthwhile” - Visitors finding 
info in the Alice Hughes gene-

alogy collection.   

The Library provides Internet 

access for the community— 

and staff frequently assist 

people who are less familiar 

with computers or run into 

problems.  Personal assis-

tance close to home is one 

more way the Library sup-

ports the well-being of our 

residents. 

The Giocoso Strings 

Christmas readings and live music delighted a 

full house at our December Off the Shelf 

Thank you to our Off 

the Shelf musicians:  

Sue Lines, Marcia 

Phillips, Michael Phil-

lips, Elsie Baatnes, 

Jasmine Friedrich-

Yap, Freddy Simonyi, 

The Giocoso Strings,  

and all our readers. 

And There’s More... 

The library also offers:  

 printing & copying 

 fax service 

 scanning  

 exam proctoring & tutoring 

space  
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 Summer Reading Club:   

The Library runs the TD Summer Reading 

Club (sponsored by the TD Bank) to keep up 

reading skills over the summer.  The Club in-

cludes crafts and other activities, plus an inde-

pendent reading program and very popular 

prize draw for school-aged kids. In 2018, the 

municipal ‘Sizzling Summer’ Camps also par-

ticipated in the Library’s summer program.  

Over 100 children, in total, participat-

ed in the Summer Reading Club.  

Circulation of children’s material more 

than doubled during July and August. 

 

Youth Programs 
 

 (In Library) 
  

Programs:   134 
 

Attendance:   959 

The Library 
makes a          

difference 

[Taking a pile of kids books]  
“Having this many books 

makes parenting easy”  - L.P. 

“I like the [StoryTime] crafts.  
[My daughter] shows it to Dad 
when he gets home and tells 
him about everything she did 

at StoryTime” - M.A. 

“She asks every day when 
we’re coming back to the li-
brary.  [The Summer Reading 
Club] has been great for her.” 

- M.J.M. 

“It’s a sign of a good program 
and a good library that when I 
ask the kids if they want to go 
to the library they’re “YEAH”.  
They feel very at home here”  

- K.M. 
STEAM Power @ the Library: 

Science! Technology! Engineering! Arts! Math! 

STEAM programming is trending in librar-

ies and Merrickville Library is on board - 

offering technology and maker programs 

that help  kids build these important skills.  

The Library introduced Tech Club featur-

ing programming and building toys - pur-

chased thanks to an ILDS grant from the 

Ontario government - as well as offering 

coding and maker space programs. 

Learning is fun at the  
Library’s new Tech Club 
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Thank You to Drew Avis, Darcy 

Gibbons, Kenna McCall, Colleen 

Perkins, Marie–Josee Pinel, 

Gloria Stowell, and our other 

Volunteers who donated their 

time to make our children’s 

programs so special... 

And to the Friends of the Library  

for funding these programs! 

Many of the activities included in the 

Summer Reading Club and March 

Break foster STEAM skills in kids. 

Green Screen  

Superheroes 

The Library supports young families in our commu-

nity by offering children’s programs.  These greatly 

increase library visits and use of library materials by 

families and children.  They promote literacy skills and 

a lifelong love of reading and learning, and encourage 

kids to discover and pursue their passions.   

Our programs include: 

 StoryTime 

 BabyTime 

 LEGO Club 

 Art Workshops 

for Youth 

 Tech Club NEW 

 Coding 

 French Club 

  March Break 

programs 

  Juice Jam (music programs) 

  Leeds & Grenville Read to Every Kid  

StoryTime, the library’s most 
used program, develops pre-

literacy and motor skills 
through stories, music, rhythm 

instruments and a craft. 

Summer Movie-

Making with 

green screen 

Summer Reading 

Club Maker Space 

Marble Run 



Don’t forget the Arts!  Thanks to the initiative of local 

artist Gloria Stowell, the library offers free art work-

shops for youth (Brenda Carter Memorial Art Work-

shops for Kids) and for adults (“The Sketchy Artists”).   

In 2018, Gloria collaborated with MAG (Merrickville 

Artists Guild) to run a series of Hero-themed art 

workshops for youth, each featuring a different MAG 

artist.  Mary Loos and Larry Thompson led work-

shops in the fall.  These workshops continue in 2019. 

In addition to collaborating on 

workshops, MAG Artists have 

embraced Art in the Library   

- exhibits in the Library featur-

ing the work of a local artist.   

During 2018, the Library dis-

played the works of MAG 

artists Laurie Carter, David 

Dunn, Ivy Sinkunas, and Jim 

Weller. 
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The  

Library 
makes a          

difference 

Valued Service: 

“We appreciate all the 
things your library is 
doing, and are proud to 
support it” - Bill Dobson 

(Montague Reeve)   

“We [Merrickville-
Wolford] have the best 
library!”  -A.B. (to visiting 

Liberal MP candidate) 

“It’s a lovely display, and 
this is a beautiful library”.
—Visitor commenting on 
Laurie Carter’s “Art in 

the Library” exhibit. 

“I’m reading a lot of 
books these days.  And 
I’m loving this library.” - 

A.H. [new member] 

“The library is one of my 
favourite places to go on 
the weekend.” - L.S. (10 

years old) 

“This library rocks. You 
do things the big boys 

don’t” - D.M. 

“Thank you for all the 
pleasure I get from the 
library” - S.M. [after be-

ing thanked for donation]   

“I’m visiting your town.  
I’ve come here because 
my wife says this is such 
a lovely library.”  [After 
looking around]  “This is 

a lovely library!” - Tourist  

“This is such a fun li-
brary.  It’s a place for 

everyone” - Tourist 

Art in the Library! 

The “Sketchy Artists” 
created this colourful 

“River of Creativity” 
wall hanging for the 

library.  This adult art 
group meets monthly 

to experiment with 
different art techniques 

Mom & Me  
Art Workshop led 
by Gloria Stowell 

“Art in the Library”  
 Most of these exhibits feature a 
MAG artist, but these masks were 
from the Merrickville Maker’s Market  

Jewelry-making workshop for teens led 
by MAG artist/jeweler Kenna McCall  

Community  
Partnership! 

Painting Workshop for 
youth led by Mary Loos 
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A Place To Meet... 
The Library offers a meeting room to support 

community groups in need of space. 

The meeting room was used over 80 times 

in 2018 for Library programs and for meet-

ings by community groups, such as the   

Merrickville 225 Committee, the Agricul-

tural Fair Board and Knitting Club. 

Meeting Room Use 
(by Community Groups) 

 
 Meetings:       40 

Attendance:   273 

Community Partnerships 

The Library partners with local authors to host Book Launches.   

In 2018:  Victor Suthren (above centre) and the Merrickville Rogue Poets 

In 2018, the Library continued to offer outreach 

services to community groups & 

schools.  Outreach included librarian 

visits and library materials to: 

 Merrickville Play Group  

 Merrickville Day Nursery School  

 Merrickville, Wolford and       

Montague public schools 

 books to Rosebridge Manor and 

Hilltop Seniors Home 

And welcoming visits to the library from: 

 Ste Marguerite Bourgeoys school 

 municipal “Sizzling Summer” day camps 

Reaching out to the Community! 

 Librarian Visits 
 

 To Community Groups:   42 
 

 To School Classes:          27 
 

 Group Visits to Library:  23 
 

 Total Participants:    1,450 

Have Books,  

Will Travel! 

Bringing stories 

to PlayGroup 

The Library brought 
green screen magic to 

special photo shoots at 
the  Merrickville  

Firefighters’  
Halloween Party  
and Christmas in  

Merrickville 

Local resident 
Philip Barber 
donated a memo-
rial bench for the 
Library porch 

The local Cubs 
maintain their  

Butterfly  
Garden behind 

the Library. 

The Library partners with local groups to promote shared goals and provide the com-

munity with easier access to their information and special collections.  Partners include: 

 MAG (Merrickville Artists Guild) to encourage artistic talents in youth through    

workshops and to showcase local artists by exhibiting Art in the Library 

 the Merrickville & District Historical Society to provide public access to their Digital 
Archives database and exhibits of their collection (currently, “Music in Merrickville” ) 

 Merrickville Goes Green who sponsored the Sustainability Collection of books to  
promote healthy and environmentally-friendly lifestyles 

 Merrickville Public School Advisory Council who donated a Parenting Collection 

 Theatre Night in Merrickville to house their collection of plays.  

 The Merrickville & District (MaD) Gardeners who have taken on gardening duties.  
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 Books  – for all ages! 

 Magazines 

 AudioBooks  

 DVDs 

 eBooks  &  eAudiobooks 

 eResources 

 Large Print Books 

 CELA Talking Books 

 Teen Space 

 Genealogy  

 Local History  

 Historical Society  
         Digital Archives 

 InterLibrary Loan 

 Meeting Room 

 Museum Passes 

 MAPsacks 

 Energy Meter 
 

 Computer Use 

 Internet Access 

 Wireless access 

 WordProcessing & more 

 Scanner 

 Printing, Copying, Fax 
 

 Children’s Programs 

 Adult Programs 

 Book Club & more 

Library Services 

Ontario Invests in Libraries 

Connectivity 
Funding   

$628 

The Library received 

funding for our Internet 

connection from the 

Ministry of Tourism, 

Culture and 

Sport. 

Accessible Materials 
The Library partners with 

the Centre for  Equitable 

Library    Access (CELA) to 

provide books in alternate 

formats for members with 

print disabilities of all types.  

Convenient Services 
The Board strives to make the Library more       

convenient for the community through: 

 Online services—available on our  

website: www.merrickvillelibrary.ca 

 Wireless access - available 24/7 inside     

and outside the Library 

 Accessible services to support com-

munity members with disa-

bilities.  See the ‘Accessible 

Services’ page on our website 

for more information.  

DVD & Large Print Pools 

The Library keeps collections fresh at a lower 

cost with rotating pooled collections of DVDs 

and Large Print books through SOLS.  

Working Together 
The Library stretches a limited budget by working 

with other libraries and the Southern Ontario  

Library Service (SOLS) to provide the community 

with enhanced collections. 

InterLibrary Loan   

Members can 

borrow items not 

available in our 

library from others 

across Ontario, 

through the Interli-

brary Loan (ILL) 

network provided 

by SOLS.   

 

1,109 
items  

borrowed

948 
items  
lent

 

MAPsacks! 
The Library offers MAPsacks, an award-

winning initiative of the Lanark, Leeds & Gren-

ville Healthy Community Partnership.  MAP-

sacks (Movement And Play) are backpacks 

with stories, nature guides and more—

including a free family park pass— to encour-

age families to get outside, explore and move!  

MAPsacks promote healthy living. 

Library Partnerships Promote Well-Being! 

The Library works with agencies in the broader 

community to provide our residents with en-

hanced collections and special services for 

families. 

 Aquatarium (Brockville) 

 Agriculture Museum  

 Canadian Museum of History 

 Museum of Nature 

 Ottawa Museum Network 

 National Gallery of Canada 

 Science & Technology Museum 

 Space & Aviation Museum 

 War Museum 

The Library partners with 

these area museums to lend free 

family passes to the community.  

Museum Passes 

http://www.merrickvillelibrary.ca


The Friends of the Library volunteer their time to fundraise 

for the Library.  Their activities in 2018 included a Garage 

Sale, a Spring Plant Sale, a Fall bulb sale, and used book 

sales.  The Friends have been fundraising for the Library 

since 1992! 

These funds were used to sponsor: the Library’s OverDrive 

eBook collection subscription, children’s programs including 

Art Workshops, DVD pool membership, a public performance 

film license, a new DVD stand, conference fees for staff pro-

fessional development—and our new Chalkboard Wall. The 

Friends contributed nearly $3,000 to the Library in 2018. 

A Little Help from Our Friends! 

 

Library 

Board 

Members 

for 2019 

Brian Reid, Board Chair 

John Harris 

Carole Roberts 

Victor Suthren 

Timothy Molloy  

    Council Representative 

Wendy Simpson-Lewis  

        Montague Representative 
 

And Your Staff …   

Mary Kate Laphen, CEO 

Linda Purvis-Carriveau 

Library Board Wraps Up Term — and Strategic Plan 

space, and began work on planned giving.  

In addition, the Board oversaw library opera-

tions and conducted regular CEO perfor-

mance reviews, ensuring staff continued to 

upgrade their skills to enhance services and 

provide excellent customer service to sup-

port the well-being of the community.  The 

Board also oversaw the library’s finances 

and facilities to ensure fiscal sustainability. 

In these ways the Board contributed to the 

Merrickville-Wolford Strategic Plan’s goal of 

Efficient, Effective Services and Civic 

Engagement.  

The new Board looks forward 

to continuing this work and 

moving towards a new strategic plan. 

In 2018, the Library Board wrapped up a very suc-

cessful term and the library’s 5-year strategic plan.  

The Board addressed all the objectives of their plan 

and were pleased by their progress towards these 

strategic goals—to provide Convenient and Skilled 

Client Service; to be valued as an essential Com-

munity Service and Gathering Place; and to be an 

Attractive and Welcoming Public Space.   

A highlight of the term was the Board’s successful 

efforts to add part-time staff, allowing for an expan-

sion of the library’s hours with a resulting substantial 

increase in library use.  The Board also addressed 

community engagement and partnerships, encour-

aged community-led programming, ensured that 

library technology remained current, was active in 

maintaining and upgrading the library’s physical 

The Friends of the Library Plant Sale  

is an annual tradition 

The Board wishes to thank the Friends of the Library and our Volunteers 
for all of their efforts on behalf of the Library. 

Thank You To 

 Our Volunteers 

Kathy Brown 

Nancy Cain 

Maureen Gross 

Dianne Hyndman  

Diana McCavera 

Alice Mills 

Brenda Reid  

Liz Sinclair 

Mary Small 

Gyn Wylie 

Volunteers Make It Happen 
The Library Board would like to thank our 

many dedicated volunteers who donate 

hours of their time every week to a variety 

of essential library tasks - such as pro-

cessing, repairing and shelving books, 

packaging interlibrary loans, running or 

assisting with programs, scanning geneal-

ogy records, and more. 

The contribution of our volunteers allows 

the Library to provide our current high 

level of service without additional staff.   
Volunteers shelve books with a smile! 


